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Economies: Their Structure and Development,” paper prepared for the
Symposium on Social and Economic History in China from the Song Dynasty to
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27 G. William Skinner, “Cities and the Hierarchy of Local Systems,” in The City
in Late Imperial China, ed. G. William Skinner, 289, Map1: The Upper Yangtze
Region; 292, Map2: The Upper Yangtze Region, 1893; 298, Table 2: Number
of Central Places by Region and by Level in the Economic Hierarchy, 1893
(Down to Central Market Towns).

28 G. William Skinner, “Cities and the Hierarchy of Local Systems,” in The City
in Late Imperial China, ed. G. William Skinner, 290.

29 G. William Skinner, “Presidential Address: The Structure of Chinese History,”
The Journal of Asian Studies 44:2 (February 1985): 282, Map3, The Upper
Yangzi Macroregion, ca. 1893.
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Chengdu or Chongqing?
Reconsidering the Integration of the Sichuan Grain
Market in the 18th Century

Mei-e Hsieh

Associate Professor, Department of History, National Cheng Kung University

Recent scholarship on grain prices during the Qing dynasty has
advanced along two lines: a marked increase in regional case studies
and a growing interest in market integration. Among these regional
case studies, several provinces—including Sichuan—are often
analyzed not as complete provincial units but as partial prefectures
incorporated into larger regional frameworks. Studies of Sichuan’s
market integration have concentrated above all on its links with other
provinces, and secondarily on the argument that low internal transport
costs facilitated integration within the province. On the question of
internal integration, scholars have generally posited a high level of
interconnectivity across the region, proposing that by the 18th
century, a hierarchical market network had taken shape, with Chengdu
as its sole core and highest-level central place. Now that complete
grain price data is available—and given G. William Skinner’s earlier
work on the hierarchical distribution of central places in Sichuan—it
is appropriate to reexamine earlier arguments by treating Sichuan as a
unified provincial unit. Drawing on Sichuan rice price data from the

2

“Qing Dynasty Grain Price Database,” this study undertakes an

empirical reexamination. Its findings suggest that long-standing
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claims about the core of Sichuan’s grain market network warrant
considerable caution.

Keywords: Sichuan, rice prices, market integration
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